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not more stubborn than the ignorant 
opinioiiatpd man. Rulers egregiously 
jiiisiake their interests when they seek 
to keep tiie peciple in ignorance. In- 
<}ci;<l if they have designs inimical 
to the puliiic welfare, they may wish 
to encourage ignorance, that it may 
prevent the people from penetrating 
their Scliemes, but the honest states- 
man has nothing to conceal, and holds 
no connexion uith mystery. Conceal- 
ment almost always is a cover for in- 
terested motives. 1 was once present 
at a conversation between a land- 
Ibrcl of a little island on the coast of 
Ireland, and the catholic clergyman 
of the parish. They botli reprobat- 
ed the plan of giving instruction to 
the poor, the one thinking to con- 
tinue more (irmly his own anthorily 
and the autjiority of the state over 
them, and tlie latter his religious in. 
floence. They sought different ends 
by tile same means. But the land 
lord at least was mistaken, for a short 
time afterwards, on the breaking out 
of the distijrbances in 1798, he for a 
time was forced to fly from his island 
or petty kingdom, and found that ig- 
norance had no tendency to promote 
obedience. If we may venture (o 
advert to the imhappy transactions of 
those days, and walk over the em- 
■bws, not yet altogether extinguished, 
we may ask, did not ignorance add 
much to the ferocities with which 
both parties conducted themselves;-— 
for in a,n impartial review of (hose 
•futressing times, b'o''' sides nmst be 
iilamed. Jgnoranee noyrish^d tlie pre- 
judices which aggravated the honors 
of (hat (lay, apd steeled the breasts 
of the contending parties ; and for 
the removal of those prejudices vve 
can only look to the gradual, though 
slow, but sure progress of education 
through successive years. Enlarged 
sentiments of mutual forbearance will 
not he the work of a day, there must 
be time for healing the breaches. 

Erasmus wrote ironically in praise 
of folly ; many gravely, with "great 
absurdity, plead for keeping the peo- 
ple ignorant, (hat they may be sub- 
missive Tiie true friend of m;m 
pleads for the l>enefits of education to 
ameliorate and soften the mind of man, 
and to advance the improvement and 
Iwppinessof the human race. When 



a people are oppressed by ignorante 
and misrule, they acquire the habits 
of concealing their (Sentiments, and 
veiling their thoughts under the mask 
of obsequiousness, 'i'hus is superin- 
duced on the Irish peasant in the 
South, and West, and middle of Ire- 
land, (he charactei of cringing by 
(lay, when they meet those whom they 
consider as their superiors, and of 
outrage by .night. 

Sturdy independence is better tban 
hypocritical servility. Teach men 
both their duties and their rights, 
that the one may attemper the other, 
and if even tcio much roughness should 
at times appear, it is preferable to 
servility, winch seeks com4.iensation for 
its apparent suppleness, by a contrary 
conduct wlien it can be shown widt 
impunity. If tiie inliabitants of the 
south of Ireland, who consider theiis- 
selves of the higher ranks, would 
abate of their supercilious treatment 
towards those they call inferiors, and 
if undue restrictions were removed, 
and education sulTered to do its pro- 
per office, we should no longer hear 
of midnight plots ; white boys, right 
boys, caravats, and shanavasts, would 
lay aside their hostilities, and a discip- 
lined band of Lancaster's schoolmasters, 
would be more effectual to allay 
animosities, than ten thousand men 
arrayed in all the weapons of war. 

K. 



For tiie Belfast Monthbj Magazine. 

AN EI'tSTLE TO DOCTOR FELL. 

JCANNOr help taking notice that 
my aunt has been writing a pane- 
gyric upon a female, friend, and en- 
tirely overlooks me ; this 1 think not 
<|uite civil, and 1 ])ropo5e therefore 
undertaking a sliglit sketch of myself, 
in order to spare her or others the 
trouble. But that I may not herein 
incur the censure of vanity, give me 
Jeave to observe, (iiat if I am my 
own BiograpJier, it is no more than 
several heroes, statesmen, and bards, 
have been betore me, and as they 
wisely tliought, so think [, tliat it is 
the same tlinig, nay much more ho- 
nest, than tQ employ a hireling, or a 
parasite, to do it tor us : in this case 
1 refer myself tc> friend Kendal, a 
goad judge in these matters, wliethef 
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il would not have been of great 
emolument to the present times, had 
many illustrious personages, who adorn 
bolh ancient and modern history, been 
constrained , a few days beiore the 
setting of their sun, to have drawn 
Iheir own portraits, proclaimed all their 
transactions, and their motives ; what 
unspeakable benefits would thence have 
accrued to church and state. 

lam delighted with the thoughts of 
makhig such a regulation amongourgreat 
folks and the woukl-be's of the present, 
and succeeding age, and as the>schenie 
is entirely my own, 1 intend upon 
proper encouragement, to publish a 
treatise on this head, and also fortli- 
witli, for though I am so clear in 
the matter, 1 am not above a little ad- 
vice, to countermand Wilkes's writing 
any eulogium on Churchill, candidly 
leaving him to stand or fall by his 
own works ; and that instead of dravv- 
hig the patriot, he puts the pen into 
tiie hand of the glorious Pitt* him- 
self, immediately on the first hearing 
the gout attacks his vital parts. 1 
also propose, if agreeable to my can- 
did critics, applying to rrty brother 
Martinus Scriblerus, for an edict to 
confine Voltaire, and deprive him of 
the use of pen, ink, and paper on 
the first notice of his intention to 
write the history of the King of Prussia. 

Closing with so great a name, it 
may seem ridiculous to mention my- 
self; but 1 have the vanity to ima- 
gine I am of as much consequence 
to some as the King of Piussia, and 
much more to myself. Pope and 
Swift were of this opinion when they 
suffered the minutia; of their lives to 
descend to posterity, and justified the 
importance of a man to huiisell^ by 
giving so distinguished a character in 
their works as the renowned memoirs 
of P. P. clerk of this parish ; in e- 
niulation of this character, therefore 
I introduce the memoirs of M. M. 
spinster of this parlsli. 

It.seemeth not material unto me, 
to enter on a detail of my nativity, 
parentage, shrewd endowments, and 
so forth ; forasmuch as the philosoph- 
ical birth, and scholastic education of 
my elder brother Martinus Scriblerus, 
rendereth a repetition of this kind 
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unnecessary, it is sufficient to observe 
that 1 have sojourneti at Settle nearly 
two months, that I am a damsel of 
a middle stature, and ruddy complex- 
ion, insomuch tbat it hath been said, 
the milkmaid lookelh iiot more blue 
in a frosty morning than I do, neither 
hath she a pleasanler countenancew hen 
Colin meets her in the eventide, tlian I 
have when all things go well with me. 

Howbeit my employment is work- 
ing in fine twisted woollen of divers 
colours, and it is work of curious 
devices and exquisite cunning in the 
art of the needle, insomuch, that 
like Penelope of old, 1 have not pro- 
posed listening to any suitors till the 
same be finally accomplished. 

Yet peradvenlure should a young 
man, well favoured, and of a goodly' 
aspect, draw near, 1 have not formed 
a positive resolution on Penelope's 
plan, for although it liecometh us 
virgins, to deport ourselves soberly, 
and to seem as if we were contented in 
tills our state of celibacy, yet it ii 
not unlawful to suffer our eye in a 
stated degree to glance over a con- 
cinnate form, and our hearts a little 
to trepidattt after supposetl merit, 
without being deemed daughters of airy 
deportment. 

Moiiiover from the earliest account 
of time it halh been judged not good 
for man to dwell alone, and Iherofure 
lor their own sakes, il becomelh a ne- 
cessary care and duly incumbent upon 
us tlamsels, to provide for them and 
a>sigi! them pioper partners, ever 
remembering in the course of mx 
heaevoleut stirveys, to bestow ti e 
treasure of my inestimabre self, on 
some lucky, happy indivitiual, as a 
very proper and suitable helpmate. 

This being only a digression, I pro- 
ceed with my history. 

It hath been concluded by tl-e 
learned that I am fallen away of late, 
that once, in particular, I yieUled to no 
intreaties in eating my dinuer, sat sul- 
len and silent, so that it was suspecl- 
ed on all hands, 1 uas out of niv 
right way of tliinking, probalily ihrough 
the communication between the or. 
gaiis of sense find the .imsorium com- 
■imiiie being obstructed, and it is judg- 
ed that something hangs heavier oli 
me than my clutlies ; for 1 have 
been freuuen'tly observed to look stea- 
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tlily on tilt fire ; have not attended 
to conversation, liut have said no, in 
the wrong place, sure it is not omi- 
nous! if I thought U was, so great 
is mine (like my brother Martinus') 
aversioi\ to errors of style, that I 
possibly might, to avoid a second mis- 
fake, he rash enough to say yes, to 
the first man that asked me; but tell 
jvot this menace to friend Kendal, lest 
he frighten some tumorous adventui-er, 
for it seems he scandalizes me with 
the nariie of a wit, and says to my 
face things to this effect, tliat were he 
single he would not have me : that 
1 should make a sad wife, disputing 
against self evident propositions, while 
the Jack stands, and wrangling upon 
every new h)pothesis, with holes in 
stocliings, and that like Jenny Bick- 
ei-staff of old, all snuft", with a man's 
dirty night cap on, 1 should sit rock- 
ing the cradle with one hand, and 
readmg Epictetus in the other; not 
once considering how necessary it is 
for each sex and station, to qualify 
aiid ornament the mind with philo- 
sophical lessons, from this, or such 
Jike excellent moralist, thereby dis- 
pelling the dark clouds and thick mists 
of passion, ignorance, and superstition. 
For what pray is the very exalted 
character of a pudding-making mor- 
tal, which men of these superiicial 
times, so very much revere, without 
moral foundation in the theory ? 

Now I wilt endeavour to prove 
beyond a possibility of dispute, that 
philosophy is not incompatible with 
cookery ; and a, woman mistress of 
the whole arcatiBoftbeculinary .-icience, 
may notwitbilanding, be a very dan. 
gerous, as well as tjndesirable coin- 
pjnion: as thus proving my argu- 
ment. 

A pudding may be well compounded, 
have a prt>per proportion of jfvery 
ntcessary and relisliing ingredient, 
may to all appearance be uell tied 
up and safely committed to llie pot ; 
but if, as accidents may huppen to 
the best pudding in the world, it 
should burst the bag, what but ja 
mind aided by the light of philoso- 
phy, supported by the cardiacs of 
eih'ics, and soothed by the anodyne 
of metaphysics, could bear such an 
event? Now I on this trying occa- 
sion, endowed with physical rcHec- 



tion, and moral reasoning, should pro- 
bably then and there, calmly descant 
on the rectitude and fitness of things, 
and the invariable laws of nature, 
faithfully exerting their influence ac- 
cording lo the will and purpose of their 
Autlior. 'i'hus going on to wonder- 
ing Betty, and the astonished scullion, 
you have (says 1 sweetly smiling) ac- 
cumulated the pabulum, too hastily 
upon the fire, and by that means 
have raised such a brisk vibration 
and collision ainong the ignited par- 
ticles thereof, which being communi- 
cated by the aqueous medium, for 
though it is but susceptible of, and 
can only convey a certain degree of 
heat, yet will it make a terrible jumble 
in the pot, to the component hetero- 
geneous particles of the pudding, so 
as to extend the bulk, and thereby 
rarify and disengi^e the latent air, 
whose elasticity overcoming the te- 
nacity of -the bag, and the tying 
thereof being too tight to give way, a 
rupture in the weakest part of the Cloth 
coiisliliiling said bag, must happen of 
course, and the contents cjuu data porta, 
secant, or will rush out where they 
can get Vent. I should take care to 
advise my almost petrified disciples, 
that some philosophers have entertain- 
ed another hypothesis concerning fire, 
as that fire is, materia sui generis, or 
matter of its own kind, in opposition 
to others, who supposed |t only a 
mode of matter, or in other words, 
matter ignited ; further inlorming them 
that whatever hypothesis we adopt, 
though for my part, 1 incline to tlie 
latter, all culinary processes are solv- 
ed with equal ease, mutatis mutan- 
dis, and this particular phcenomenon 
in question, by vvhethersoevef hypo- 
thesis we solve it, chiefly depencls on 
the state of the air, and that ether, 
which is by many supposed to be 
the vehicle of fire, botli electric and 
culinary. 

By this time my two auditoi's would 
have recovered a little from their 
surprize, at so extraordinary a catas- 
trophe, and we all remain pleased and 
easy, as being convinced it was only 
a regular consequence of natural 
causes. 

And now observe how your other 
kind of cook behaves on the like 
distressing occaaieu ; die who is term- 
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ed an excellent housewife, and has 
been taught to think it the highest 
absuiditj' to venture out of the do- 
mestic province, behold her in a 
clean apron, reaching almost round 
her ; trotting about the kitchen, look, 
ing after all ends, jack going, eggs 
beating, frizling and frying, bustle, 
bustle, her face scorched and frowti- 
ing, fretting and fuming, that some 
body has left the print of their heel 
OH her clean scoured parlour. Din- 
ner ready to take up, she explores 
the pot, and behold, tlie pudding bag 
is burst ! down drops the ladle, up 
go her hands; she thought some 
misfortune would befal them to day, 
for two great crows flapped at the 
window ! she is sure there is a hcji)- 
goblin in the pot, or else the bag 
had a hole in it ; raves at Betty, boxes 
the scullion, kicks the dog from the 
fire ; he throw* down the driuping 
pan, scalds himself, runs away howl- 
ing, oversets some of the children ; 
tliey all set a squalling, the flighted 
husband leaves the house and begs 
a quiet dinner at his neighbour's. 

Tell my friend Kendal I doubt not 
of his being a proselyte to my rea- 
soning, and therefore hope he'll make 
\l his business by way of atonement, 
to recommend me, and my pacific 
sisterhood to the deserving of his 
sex, and then I'll freely, freely par- 
don him for past declamation. 

Yet this also has been a digression 
from my history, but as time and 
paper w'ill not admit of the sequel 
of my surprizing memoirs, I shall 
conclude for the present, with love 
and good will to your household 
and acquaintance, dear Doctor and 
Sally, your JVi.M.* 

StiUie, Imo. lies. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

SAINCIAIJS CONTINUED. 

CLEMENTINA espoused Versil- 
iac ; she was intoxicated with 
glory on the day of her nuptials ; in 
the epithalamiums and the verses sung 
at table all possible allusions vere 
lavished ; if they were not of the 

r — ~ i ' 'I I. ~" "^ ' ^-— 

* The wntei of ttiis iettov, ivas Miss M. 
Morris, alierwards, the Mrs. Kiiowks, 
mentioned in the life of Dr. Joliusoii. 
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most novel kind, they were at least 
the most flattering, that mythology 
coiild furnish. Clementina was com- 
pared to Sappho — to the Muse«, 
all whose talents were combined hi 
hir : her liappy spouse was designated 
by the name of I'indar, and even 
thit of Apollo. They failed not to 
name heir mother Miiierva. As fable 
furnished no antiquaries, commentators, 
or glossaris;s, the eulogy of thfe 
Baron presented more difticufty ; but 
as he was old, almost blind, and was 
deeply learned in Greek, they made 
a Homer of him. Ovid lyElback 
did not share mu6h of their attention; 
however they 'told him, thait if he 
had not surpassed Tournetort and 
Linnseus, he would have had all the 
talent of the poet whose name he 
bol'e. 

1 h^se ingenious verses eXcited the 
most lively emotions in Clementiba, 
what titles of immortality ;'. All these 
praises would be printed in the Alma- 
nack of the Muses,a& w ell as in the Mer- 
cury; Paris was on the point of be- 
coming acquainted with all the wonder- 
ful talents of this illustrious and leai^ed 
fatinily. Amid such a triumph, how 
con Id she repent having sacrificed the 
inclination of heir heart to glory ?? 

Saiuclair, move indignant, than af- 
flicted, disparted' for Paris with Duval- 
'I'he two friends, during their journey, 
entertained each other with their plans 
tor the future. Sainclair said, thathe 
was detei mined to marry soon, "but 
certainly," added he, "1 will never 
marry a woman of celebrity. I wish 
for a person who shall be young, 
mild, amiable, modest, who has no 
brilliant talent, and consequently no 
pretensions to glory, that will not be 
difficult to find." You must not be- 
lieve it lo be so coinijion as you 
think. We have reached such a point 
of perjcctibility, that at Pails every 
one has bis own ?pecies of reputation, 
more or less extensive: every female 
is spoken of in somo peculiar terms 
of praise in her own circle, or quarter, 
or in the whole city— i^—" I will never 
marry any one, but one, that nobody 
speaks of"-^^ — Wiiat a gotWc idea! 
it is totally out of fasiiiou. " My 
wish IS to live in obscurity in my 
family and with a select circle of 
friend*, and very iHu^;b in the 



